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Livestock Facility Siting 
 
 

For more information about the livestock facility siting program, visit livestocksiting.wi.gov 
  

 
 

Existing local laws that apply to livestock operations 
 

Regulation Purpose Who is covered Resources 

Road weight limits 
and clean-up  
(349.16, Wis. Stats.) 

Prevent road damage and 
protect safety 

All vehicles using the road.  Exemptions 
or limitations exist for public health 
and safety reasons.   

http://www.legis.state.wi.us/rsb/stats.html 

 

Shoreland zoning 

(NR 115) 

Limits building near 
waterways to prevent and 
control water pollution; 
protect spawning 
grounds, fish and aquatic 
life. 

All activities located 1,000 feet from a 
lake, pond or flowage; and 300 feet 
from a river or stream or to the 
landward side of the flood plain, 
whichever distance is greater. 

http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/wm/dsfm/shore/tit
le.htm 

 

Floodplain zoning 

(NR 116) 

Limit building in 
floodplains for public 
health and safety 

All activities located within the 
floodplain. 

http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/wm/dsfm/flood/titl
e.htm; and 

http://dnr.wi.gov/org/water/wm/dsfm/flood/co
mmunities.htm 

Manure storage 
structures * 

Protect water quality by 
proper design, 
construction, and closure 

Farms of all sizes that construct a new 
manure storage facility.  May cover 
unused or existing manure storage 
facilities. 

http://www.datcp.state.wi.us/arm/agriculture/la
nd-water/conservation/local_ordinances.jsp 

Lisa Schultz, DATCP Ordinance Specialist 

(608) 224-4604 

Feedlot * Protect water quality by 
proper design and 
construction. 

Farms of all sizes that construct a new 
feedlot. 

Lisa Schultz, DATCP Ordinance Specialist 

(608) 224-4604 

Generally applicable 
building, electrical 
and plumbing codes 

Ensure safe construction. Everyone. Check with local government. 

*In some cases 
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Existing state laws that apply to livestock operations 
 

Regulation Purpose Who is covered Resources 

Well Codes (NR 812 
and NR 811) 

Protects groundwater by 
proper private well 
location, construction, 
and abandonment 

All farms with well contamination 
sources  

http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/dwg/wells.htm 

NR 812.08 Table A Minimum Separation Distance 
Requirements  

Construction site 
erosion/storm water 
management (NR 152) 

Reduce and prevent 
runoff of nonpoint 
sources of pollution to 
water resources 

Agricultural construction that disturbs 
at least 1 acre. 

http://www.legis.state.wi.us/rsb/stats.html 

 

Performance standards 
(e.g. no direct runoff, 
spreading setbacks) 

Protect water quality by 
controlling agricultural 
runoff pollution  

Farms of all sizes and all cropland. http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/wm/nps/ag/per
fstds.htm; and 

http://runoffinfo.uwex.edu/ 

Concentrated Animal 
Feeding Operations 

Ensures proper manure 
management to protect 
water quality  

Farms with 1,000 or more AU http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/water/wm/nps/
ag/cafo.htm 

Control of Hazardous 
Pollutants  (Wis. Stats. 
NR 445.08 (6) (d)) 

Ensure clean and 
healthy air quality 

All owners and operators of stationary 
air contaminant sources which may 
emit hazardous contaminants (includes 
agricultural waste in July 2007). 

http://dnr.wi.gov/org/aw/air/ 

Malodorous emissions 
and open burning (NR 
429) 

 

Establish standards for 
malodorous air 
contaminant sources. 

All owners and operators of air 
contaminant sources . 

http://dnr.wi.gov/org/aw/air/ 

 


