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February 2011

FPP conservation requirements
effective January 2010

- New conservation
& ' r‘/ requirements beginning with
Y W

2010 tax return

* Most farmers can work to
achieving compliance while
still claiming a credit

* Counties and DATCP have
renewed compliance
monitoring responsibilities

State conservation standards

Follow farm runoff standards in ATCP 50
Erosion control

Manure storage facility construction,
maintenance, and closure

Clean water diversion from facilities

Nutrient management plans (includes gully
erosion control)

Manure management prohibitions
Does not include new NR 151 standards

* e.g., tillage setback, process wastewater
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Who must meet state conservation standards

e Farmers in certified
agricultural zoning
districts (yellow and
green)

e Farmers with new or
modified agreements
signed after 2009

¢ Must file Form FC-A to
claim credit higher tax
credit

Certifying compliance on tax return
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Compliance required for whole farm
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Schedule of compliance

» Basic documentation

—Practice(s) to achieve
compliance for each standard
not met

—Deadline for completion (no
later than Dec. 31, 2015)
* No specific form
—Conservation plan

—Modification of county’s
compliance checklist
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County responsibilities for
compliance certification

———  Must show compliance by no
B later than December 31, 2010

« Cannot be signed by county
if farm is not in compliance
—No compliance schedules
—May amend tax return if

compliance established later
* Also need to complete for
farmers who modify existing
agreement or signed a new
agreement
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County compliance responsibilities

« Identify farmers who must
be monitored
‘- Establish farmers’
; compliance status
* Work with farmers to verify
compliance and develop
compliance schedules
» Monitor and take action
where appropriate

Identify farmers to monitor

» Assemble best list from
zoning certificates and
other sources

gl © Use annual self-
certification and other
tools narrow list

* Work with DATCP and
DOR to contact claimants
not on county list

Establish compliance status

* Ensure that FPP participants
identify their compliance status
—Now in compliance
—Will achieve compliance
« Select appropriate tools for self-
reporting
—annual certification based on
DATCP model
—local meetings
—mailings
» Can accomplish without farm
visits or developing compliance
schedules
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Verifying compliance

¢ Must document county’s
review of farm compliance

* May use own checklist to
document if minimum
requirements met

* May design verification
system based on available
staff resources and the
potential workload

—Must incorporate farm
inspection requirement

Work with farmers to achieve compliance

« Can target compliance
efforts according to
priorities

—-Borrow LWRM priority
farm strategy

* Develop compliance
schedules for each farm
not meeting standards

« Set deadlines for meeting
standards (no later than
December 31, 2015)

Renewed monitor for compliance

» May establish own
procedures and schedules

» May use self-reporting
including annual
submission of NM
checklist

» Must include farm
inspection every 4 years
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Responding to noncompliance

—-—

« Exercise reasonable judgment

in responding

 Consider circumstances

including

—Seriousness of noncompliance
—Likelihood of correction
—Level of cooperation
* Act to disqualify farmers
where appropriate

Issuing notices of noncompliance

» May issue notice for voluntary
refraining from collecting

credit

— Not available for old

agreements

e Issue for failure to

— Comply with conservation

standards

— Permit a reasonable inspection
— Self-certify when requested
* Follow process in county

standards

2010-2015 Timeline

Action
Identify all FPP participants

Establish using self-reporting if FPP participants in
compliance or will achieve compliance

Implement a system to verify compliance status and
develop compliance schedules

Make reasonable progress in assisting farmers with
schedules of compliance to address compliance issues

Complete the first round of farm inspections

All known FPP participants will be in compliance

Deadline*
Sept 30, 2010

Dec 31, 2010
June 30, 2011

Each year from
2011-2015

Dec 31, 2013
Dec 31, 2015

* Individual county workloads may be considered, except where deadlines legally required
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Questions/Comments
Email: DATCPWorkingLands@wisconsin.gov
Web: http:workinglands.wi.gov
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