Organic Advisory Council Activities and Accomplishments
2007-2011

The Wisconsin Organic Advisory Council was formed in 2007. Since then, it has worked in a number of
direct and indirect ways to support growth of organic agriculture in Wisconsin and nationwide. Below
are several of the Council’s accomplishments.

Organic Advisory Council sponsored projects:

Created and updates annually a directory of organic farms and businesses in WI (2010).
Created an on-line registry of organic farms for the purpose of providing information to
pesticide applicators to reduce the potential for spray damage (2010).

Development of marketing materials for organic farmers and marketers, titled ‘A Consumer’s
Guide to Organic Food’ supported by a $9,900 Specialty Crops Block Grant (2009).

Support for and contribution to Status of Wisconsin Organic Agriculture Biennial reports (2007,
2009, 2011).

Developed a report and recommendations for DATCP on the flooding in SW WI in 2007 and its
impact on organic farmers (2007).

Organic Advisory Council members have represented organic agriculture on a number of committees
and other efforts, including:

Organic representative on the WI NRCS State Technical Committee (on-going).

Spearheading efforts to make available CEU credits for the Organic Farming Conference (on-
going).

Cooperated with UWEX to provide an organic session at the 2011 Crop Production Conference
(2011).

Provided input and technical assistance to DATCP staff on nutrient management planning for
organic farms (2010).

Organic farmer representative on the DATCP ATCP 29 pesticide rule advisory group (2010).
Provided support and educational resources to assist DATCP staff in working with pipeline
companies that cross organic farms (2008).

Written recommendations and letters of support:

Provided support for a sustainable and organic agriculture focus to CALS Search Committee for
the new Dean (2011).

Provided support for exemptions for small, organic, and specialty markets for certain provisions
being considered by the USDA Dairy Industry Advisory Committee via Bob Wills, a member of
the committee (2010).

Provided support for Wendy Fullwider’s successful application to the National Organic Standards
Board (2010).

Provided a letter of support for graduate student Martha Rideout’s recommendations to add
organic herd health management to the UW School of Veterinary Medicine curriculum (2009).
Provided comments on the interim final rule for the NRCS Environmental Quality Incentives
Program (Docket No. NRCS-IFR-08005) (2009).

Provided comments on Docket No. APHIS-2008-0023, Importation, Interstate Movement, and
Release into the Environment of Certain Genetically Engineered Organisms (2009).



Initiated and supported an advertising complaint by DATCP's Consumer Protection Division
against Wal-mart regarding their shelf labeling of co-mingled organic and non-organic products
(2007).

Provided comments on the NOP organic pasture rule (2008-09).Provided recommendations on
organic farming needs for the 2008 Farm Bill (2007).

Advice and recommendations to agencies and organizations:

Support for and input on UW Organic Agriculture Field Days (on-going).

Provided technical input and advice to NRCS on training technical service providers for organic
transition planning (on-going).

Participated in public comment period during NOSB meeting in Madison, Wl in November 2010
(Animal welfare standards, pasture rule, organic hops, and organic certification cost share
program).

Suggested names for organic representative for the Wisconsin Seed Law (ATCP 20) advisory
group (2009).

Provided input and recommendations to the UW Wiscosnin Institute for Sustainable Agriculture
interim-chairs as they conducted their listening sessions (2009).

Provided recommendations to DATCP on WI Seed Law state pre-emption wording, and got pre-
emption of local ordinances removed from the final rule (2008).



