


Critical soil

WHY ?

Critical soil for calculating soil loss



Critical Soil Map Unit = highest ES map unit that 
makes up at least 10% of the field



What is ES?

Erosion Sensitivity =  (K x LS) / T

T is tolerable soil loss in tons/acre/year

K is soil erodibility factor for USLE

LS is slope and length factor for USLE

LS = (sl/72.6)m ((430 (sin θ)2 + 30 (sinθ) +0.43)/6.613) 



Predominant soil 

WHY ?

Predominant soil is used for nutrient 
recommendations



Soil Group: Loamy, Sandy, or Organic
Used for N, P, K recommendations

Yield potential: High, Moderate, Sandy
Used for Corn N recommendations

When no soil makes up more than 50% of the field, look for the largest soil area with 
the major soil group and yield potential 

Goal: Pick soil map unit that is representative of   
the field for nutrient recommendations



Important

You can change SnapMaps selected soils on the Fields tab if 
they don’t match field conditions

Can put explanation in Notes



Soil group and yield potential may have changed:
Based on soil properties
NRCS soils database updates 

Info on Soil Group and Yield Potential available from Cropping screen 

Brings up explanation of abbreviations

Recommendations may be different 



SnapPlus website has Soil information

Will add links to  tables of changes to K, T, Soil Group, and Yield Potential 



Restriction map legend for 590 restrictions:
Not a permitted farm



Restriction map legend for permitted farm
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Tools Menu Items to Note

• Manure Allocator

• Fertilizer Allocator

• Fertilizer Blend Calculator



Manure Allocator

• Select Year
• View N, P2O5, K20 needs
• Select fields for allocation



Manure Allocator

• Select Manure Source

• Spreader Size

• Spreader Rates

• Source Known Volume

• Spreads Source 

• Until field needs are met.



Fertilizer Allocator

• Select Fertilizer Sources

• Spreader Size

• Spreader Rates

• Calculates Blend

• Spreads 

• Until field needs are met.



Fertilizer Blend

• Select Fertilizer Sources

• Pounds for each source

• Calculates the blend

• You may create the source



View Menu Items to Note

• Field Grid Display [for large farms]

• Show Duplicate Farms

• Cropping Grid Edit

• Preferences [RED - color blind option]



Cropping Grid Edit
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Note: New positions at DATCP and NPM-UW


